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Sentinel Event Data 
General Information

2Q 2016 Update
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Data Limitations

The reporting of most sentinel events to 
The Joint Commission is voluntary and 
represents only a small proportion of 
actual events. Therefore, these data are 
not an epidemiologic data set and no 
conclusions should be drawn about the 
actual relative frequency of events or 
trends in events over time.
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The r reporting of events to The Joint Commission is a voluntary process, and 
represents only a small proportion of actual events. Therefore, this information should 
not be viewed as reflecting an epidemiologic data set and no conclusions should be 
drawn about the actual relative frequency of events or trends in events over time. 
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Sentinel Events Reviewed by Year by Source
2005 to 2Q 2016

The reporting of most sentinel events to The Joint Commission is voluntary and 
represents only a small proportion of actual events. Therefore, these data are not an 
epidemiologic data set and no conclusions should be drawn about the actual relative 
frequency of events or trends in events over time.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a combination of two old graphs depicting the cumulative number of events reported and the proportion of self-reported sentinel events.  It tells us that overall the number of sentinel events reported to TJC has been consistent over the past several years.  The proportion of self reported also remains fairly consistent at approximately 75%.
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Sentinel Event Settings
2005 to 2Q 2016

The reporting of most sentinel events to The Joint Commission is voluntary and 
represents only a small proportion of actual events. Therefore, these data are not an 
epidemiologic data set and no conclusions should be drawn about the actual relative 
frequency of events or trends in events over time.

Cumulative Percent

*Other settings include: Disease Specific Care, Diagnostic Imaging, Hospice Care

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pareto chart shows reporting bias toward hospital settings with approximately 80% of reports coming from hospital and psychiatric hospital settings.
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Top 10 Frequently Reviewed Sentinel Event 
Types, 2013 to 2015
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Adding three years of data for each event type smooths out the fluctuations of year to year reporting giving us a better picture of the most frequently reviewed sentinel types.  The raw numbers are not as important here because we are comparing relative proportion of events reported i.e. event type/total events reported 2013 to 2015.  2Q 2016 is not included because the stratifications are by year.
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